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Battle of the Bulge - Bataille des Ardennes - Ardennenoffensive
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On December 16, 1944, Hitler launched a surprise attack

against the US troops holding the front from Echternach (L) to Monschau
(Germ.). This became known as the Battle of the Bulge. It was intended to
reach the port of Antwerp (B) within three days, to split the British and US
forces and to urge the Allies to an armistice. The stiff resistance of the US
defenders thwartedthatplan and all owed Gener al
Third Army to liberate the encircled town of Bastogne (B) on 26" of
December 1944 and to attack the Germans on the southern flank.
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Defense of WILTZ - pecember 19, 1944
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== At Wiltz, on December 17, 1944, at about 4:00 p.m., General
Norman D. Cota ordered the 28" US | nf antry Divisionods
be moved to Sibret (Belgium). The town of Wiltz was defended by a
AProvi si onal Battaliono (including al/|l
the cooks and the military police), the 600 men of the 44" Engineer
Combat Battalion, the remainders of the 707" Tank Battalion, the 447"
Anti Aircraft Battalion and the 687" Field Artillery Battalion. On Dec 19,
Colonel Daniel B. Strickler retreated with the remains of the 3rd Battalion,
110" Regiment, 28™ US Infantry Division, totalling 250 men, to Wiltz. He

assumed responsibility for the defense of Wiltz.




US Retreat from WILTZ - pecember 19, 1944
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E= == On December 19, at 2:00 p.m., the Germans attacked Wiltz
from three sides and succeeded in penetrating the center of the town. The
Americans defended their positions until they ran out of ammunition. In the
evening, Col. Strickler gave the order to retreat in small groups and try to
reach Sibret and Bastogne, Belgium. As the town of Wiltz had meanwhile
been encircled, many American soldiers were killed, hurt or taken
prisoners by using the road via Café Schumann and the Poteau of

Harlange or via the Poteau of Doncols to reach Belgium.

110" Regiment:
On December 15, 1944: 150 officers and 2.823 soldiers.
On December 23, 1944: 55 officers and 730 soldiers.



2nd Liberation of Luxembourg by US Troops
December 22, 1944 - December 25, 1944
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== On December22,1944, at 06: 00 a.m., General Ge
39 Army attacked the German southern flank with three divisions

abreast. The 4" US Armored Division was to advance up the Arlon i Bastogne highway

withthe 26"US | nfantry Division (AYankeée&'UBInfvi si on

Div on the right. The first contacts with the enemy took place at Martelange,

Rindschleiden, Rambrouch, Grosbous and Ettelbruck. 7 On the following days, the

enemy resisted vigorously. The 4" US Armored Division captured Martelange and

Bigonville. The 26" US Infantry Division pushed the enemy out of Koetschette,

Rambrouch, Wahl, Grosbous, Dellen and Buschrodt. The 80" US Infantry Division

succeeded in advancing up to Mertzig, Merscheid, Heiderscheid, Heiderscheidergrund

and to liberate Ettelbruck on Dec 25. i In order to have at hand a rapid and powerful

afmor-i nf antry team, ATask Force Hamiltono was

the 328" Regiment, 26" Division, Company C of 735" Tank Battalion, one Platoon of

818" Tank Destroyer Battalion, one Section of 390" Anti Aircraft Artillery Battalion, one

Section of 1015t Engineer Combat Battalion.




Elg Through the 24t and 25t of December the progress of the attacking 3™

US Army was delayed by the recurrent counter-attacks and the stiff
resistance by the enemy. Heavy fighting took place in the sector of the 26" US Infantry
Division in Arsdorf and especially in Eschdorf. The battle raged for two days and nights,
and the latter town was reduced to rubble. These strategic positions enabled the 26t
US Infantry Division to cross the Slre River on the following day near Lultzhausen in
spite of a strong enemy resistance. - On Dec 26, the 4" US Armored Div made contact
with the defenders of Bastogne. i The battlefield between the 4" US Armored Division
and the 26™ US Infantry Division was assigned to the 6" US Cavalry Group. On Dec
27, the 35" US Infantry Division attacked through the 6" US Cavalry Group and seized
Surré, Boulaide and Baschleiden. The 26" US Infantry Division consolidated the
bridgehead on the other side of the Sdre River, and, after the capture of Liefrange,
advanced to the high grounds to conquer Mecher and Kaundorf. The 80" US Infantry
Division still held up by the enemy, was not able to establish contact with the right wing
of the 104" Regiment of the 26" US Infantry Division.




